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G&G: Mr. Erich March, it is indeed a pleasure to
have the opportunity to talk with you. Of course
the March Family is a pillar in our community,
and some may not know that the members of
the March Family all play different roles in the
business. Just to break the ice, tell us a little about
yourself. We know you were born into the March
Family and the funeral business. Did you have a
choice to follow in the business or did you have
other plans and desires for your life?
EM: As the children of William and Julia Roberta
March, we lived above the original funeral home
on North Avenue. As soon as we were old enough
to speak English, we were taught to answer the
telephone “Thank You for calling March Funeral
Home. How can we help you?” When I started
college, I thought I was headed to law school, but
during that time the funeral home was growing in
reputation and the business was increasing. My
parents needed help, so I decided to get my funeral
director’s license first. As it turned out, I never
went to law school, but I never regretted it. My
goal was always to help people and I found that
helping people when they were hurting the most as
a funeral director was a very fulfilling career. Our
parents taught us that our work was a ministry.

G&G: Mr. March you are the President of King
Memorial Park, this country’s largest AfricanAmerican cemetery. Would you tell us about the
vision behind King Memorial Park, how did it all
begin? And what are your duties as President of
King Memorial Park?
EM: Thirty-eight years ago, King Memorial
Park was started as a rough little twenty acre
cemetery in the Baltimore County countryside
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by four funeral directors from the city. My
father was one of them. It seemed like a good
idea at the time, but like every dream there
were nightmares as well. In the early years,
very few families wanted to go to King Park
because it was “too far”. When we did have
funeral processions with cars filled with black
people traveling through rural Baltimore
County, houses along the way started displaying
Confederate flags. At least once a month we
were removing white paint off of the statue of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Ironically, we are
now surrounded by the largest growing black
community in Maryland.
Most of the families that selected King Park were
those that used the services of March Funeral
Homes, so eventually the March family purchased
the other partners’ interest in the cemetery and
began to make improvements to the small burial
ground. Today, King Memorial Park is comprised
of 155 acres, featuring some of the most beautiful
rolling hills, manicured lawns and gardens, chapel
mausoleums and cremation niches.
As the President, my most important duty is
to make sure that King Park lives up to the
expectations of the families that choose it for the
final resting place of their loved ones.
From making sure the Park is well kept to making
sure the people that work there are caring and
compassionate is how I see my role and my
responsibility.
G&G: I understand that King Memorial
Park now has a State of the Art Chapel for
funeral and memorial services. Please tell us
how having a chapel on site will compliment

the cemetery and benefit bereaved families?
Would you say that King Memorial Park will
be something like a ‘one stop shop’?
EM: Our mission has always been to offer the
best service and a beautiful resting place for
our community. Ten years ago, we promised
the families that wanted to place their deceased
loved ones in a mausoleum that we would build
a magnificent mausoleum complex that would
contain a large chapel to provide for funeral
services on the cemetery grounds. We kept our
promise and built The Grand Heritage Chapel
and Mausoleum in three phases. In each phase,
families trusted us by purchasing spaces before
it was built. Now our families, that do not have
a church home or a large enough church for
funeral services, have an Italian marble walled,
stain glassed, state-of-the-art sound system
equipped, 250 seat capacity chapel within the
cemetery where they and their family members
will rest. Also, the convenience of having the
services at the cemetery allows those attending
to be present for the burial without having to
travel from a distant location.
G&G: Mr. March, what will be some of the
services offered at King Memorial Park, will it
just be a facility for funeral services and burials?
There is more talk about cremation and it has
become more prevalent in our community, will
there be a crematory on this site?
EM: Eventually, we intend to have a
crematory at King Park as well as a full
service funeral home facility because we
intend to provide for all the needs of our
community. Currently, because we recognize
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that families have choices, The Grand
Heritage Chapel has glass front niches on the
inside, granite front niches on the outside and
featured gardens for those families that select
cremation and want to have their final resting
place maintained by King Park.
G&G: Mr. March, no doubt the funeral service
business at times takes on the role of caregivers,
administrators, and advisors. How involved
are you in assisting bereaved families with
funeral preparations and coping with grief?
Will King Memorial Park also offer sources of
professional help and support groups?
EM: Caring for the families
we serve has always been the
foundation of our ministry
and
business.
Whether
through the cemetery or the
funeral home, we counsel
all our families and give
them all their options when
making funeral preparations.
The last thing anyone needs
is adding financial stress to
the stress and heartache of
losing a loved one.
Our care goes beyond the
funeral as well. We have
offered grief support, not
just to the families that we
have served but to anyone
in need of healing for more
than
twenty-five
years.
More recently, we have
opened “Roberta’s House”
for the entire Baltimore
community, a grief and loss
center focusing on the traumatic grieving of
children and their families, in many cases due
to violence. The center was named in honor of
our mother, whose compassion for the broken
hearted was well known.
G&G: There was a time when the funeral
business industry was more hands on and
personal, would you say it is possible to
run a mega funeral home business and still
give families that ‘hands on’ type of care?
Memorialization of the deceased is a timeless
ritual and with such a diverse selection of
funeral homes in our community, why should
someone select King Memorial Park and March
Funeral Home to handle and arrange the type of
service they desire for their loved one?
EM: Unlike the mega corporations that have
taken over the cemetery/funeral industry, we
remain and continue to be a family owned and
operated business. We live where we work and are
part of the community we serve. From Baltimore,

to Prince George’s County, to Washington, D.C.,
to Richmond, everywhere there is a March
Funeral Home we have a member of our family in
charge. Thus we are able to control the quality of
the service and the pricing.
The out-of-town corporations that have
bought many of the cemeteries in Baltimore
have raised the price of burial to the point
where the cost of burial is now more than the
cost of the funeral. That reality has forced
many families to limit the kind of funeral
service they can afford.
King Memorial Park is sensitive to the
needs of our families and their financial
situation. Most of the black owned funeral

homes, even though they compete with March
Funeral Homes, will recommend King Park
to the families they serve because they know
we offer the same high quality service and
products for a more reasonable price. Our
prices allow the family to have the funeral
they want and can afford.
G&G: Mr. March, many of the historic
African-American cemeteries are now in
disrepair or abandoned. Tragically, many
of Baltimore’s famous black history makers’
graves are located and forgotten in some of
these cemeteries. How will King Memorial
Park avoid a similar fate?
EM: It is truly sad that much of our heritage
has been neglected in the poor condition of
historic black cemeteries. But King Park
proudly proclaims in our advertising that we
are “A Cemetery You Can Be Proud Of”. King
Park will always be well kept. The reason we
can say that with confidence is the fact that

we will never be financially abandoned.
King Memorial Park is a “Perpetual Care”
cemetery, which means, by law, 10% of
every sale goes into an interest bearing trust
account that cannot be touched by the owners.
In the event that the cemetery becomes full
(in approximately 100 years) or goes out of
business (which is unlikely), this fund would
be used to keep the grass cut and the cemetery
maintained perpetually.
King Park is also the final resting place of
some of Baltimore’s most notable legends, “The
Mother Teresa of Baltimore”, Bea Gaddy, Hall of
Famer and Baltimore Colt Jim Parker, comedian
and television personality,
Slappy White and businessman
and philanthropist Harlow
Fullwood just to name a few.
Their legacy as well as the
heritage of every family at King
Park will be forever preserved
with dignity.
G&G: Mr. March, I
understand that every year
the March Family hosts a
Memorial Day Celebration
at the King Memorial Park
What is the purpose of this
event that has been going on
for more than 10 years? What
are the plans for this year’s
memorial and who would you
like to see in attendance?
EM: Anyone who has ever
attended our Memorial Day
Remembrance Service can
testify to the uplifting spirit that
takes place on the day we remember our deceased
loved ones. With a gospel concert featuring local
groups and an inspirational message brought by
one of Baltimore’s pastors, hundreds of families
gather every Memorial Day at the cemetery to
celebrate the joy and memories of the lifes of those
passed on.
This year our program on May 30th beginning
at 11:30am, will be hosted by Heaven 600
radio personalities Brad Rogers and Doresa
Harvey. Our guest speaker will be Rev. Dr.
Franklin Lance, Pastor of Mt. Lebanon
Baptist Church, with Adoration, New Mighty
Wonders and About My Father’s Business
providing musical selections of inspiration.
The event is open to everyone even if they
have no one interred at King Park.
G&G: Mr. March thank you so much for
sharing with us and we pray God’s blessing
on the new addition of The Grand Heritage
Chapel to King Memorial Park.
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Forty years ago, the Baltimore African-American comm
the historic black cemeteries were in a state of neglect. F
to open a new cemetery for the black community. They pu
blacks lived in the area. But this rural countryside provided
memorialization needs of African-American families far in
After struggling for more than fifteen years, the March f
on a long term mission to make King Memorial Park the b
African American community. As King Memorial Park’s Pr
and differentiate the memorial site. He not only focuses
developing a staff of counselors to assist families in ma
community, the cemetery serves the distinct needs and tra
King Memorial Park continues to live up to its motto
preserved.”

10  
10   May
May 2011
2011 || Grace&Glory
Grace&Glory

munity did not have a well kept cemetery to call its own, and
Four funeral directors, including William C. March, decided
purchased fifty acres in Baltimore County at a time when few
d open green pastures, and the promise of accommodating the
nto the future. They named the cemetery King Memorial Park.
family acquired full ownership of the cemetery and embarked
best and most affordable resting place for the heritage of the
resident, Erich March continuously looks for ways to improve
on the landscape and memorial features but works toward
aking burial decisions. In addition to the African American
aditions of Baltimore’s Islamic Community.
o: “A Cemetery you can be proud of, where memories are
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